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The World Economic Forum report examined the relationship between economic performance 
and gender inequity. While correlation does not prove causality, the report cites evidence to show 
that empowering women means a more efficient use of a nation’s human resources and that reducing 
gender inequality enhances productivity and economic growth (Hausmann, Tyson, & Zahidi, 2010). 
Let’s look in more detail at the bases of these rankings.

1. Netherlands

2. Sweden

3–4. Denmark

3–4. Switzerland

5. Norway

6–7. Finland

6–7. Germany

8. Slovenia

9. France

10. Iceland

11. Italy

12. Belgium

13. Singapore

14. Austria

15. Spain

16. Portugal

17. Australia

18. Canada

19. Ireland

20. Czech Republic

Source: United Nations Development Programme (2013).

Note: The United States ranks 42nd.

Table 9.2 �� Countries With the Lowest Gender  
Inequality, 2013

129. Sudan

130. Kenya

131. Burkina Faso

132–133. Cambodia

132–133. Congo

134. Papua New Guinea

135. Benin

136. Zambia

137. Cameroon

138. Côte d’Ivoire

139–140. Mauritania

139–140. Sierra Leone

141. Mali

142. Central African Republic

143. Liberia

144. Democratic Republic of the Congo

145. Saudi Arabia

146. Niger

147. Afghanistan

148. Yemen

Table 9.3 � Countries With the Highest Gender 
Inequality, 2013

Source: United Nations Development Programme (2013).


